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. U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PERMANENT SELECT
COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

April 11, 1984

Deputy Director

0ffice of Legislative Liaison
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

Deay

Enclosed for your information is a copy
of the joint "Dear Colleague”" letter sent
today by Messrs. Boland, Robinson, Mazzoli and
Whitehurst to the Members of the House asking
them to join as cosponsors of H.R. 5164.

Sincerely,

avid S. Addington
Counsel
Subcommittee on Legislation
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

April 11, 1984
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Dear Collezgue: ’

We have jointly sponsored H.R. 5164, the "Central Intelligence Agency
Infermation Act," to improve CIA responsiveness to public requests for information
under the Freedom of Inforation Act and to provide greater security for certain .
sensitive CIA operational files. The Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
orderec the pbill reported unanimously on April 11, 1984. The legislation has been
crafted with great care to ensure that providing more effective security for these
Tiles will nmot diminish the amount of meaningful information currently available to
the public under the FOIA. The legislation is deserving of full bipartisan
support, and. we urge you to join us as cosponsors of the bill.

R cdecade of experience has shown that certain specifically identifiable CIA
‘pperationzl records systems, containing the most sensitive information directly
concerning intelligence sources and methods, inevitably contain few, if any, items
which can be disclosed to FOIA requesters. The records contained in these
operational records systems almost invariably fall within the FOIA exemptions
protecting classified information and information relating to intelligence sources
and methods. Nevertheless, despite the fact that records retrieved from these
operational records systems will, after line-by-linre security review, be found to
be exempt from FOIA disclosure, the CIA must search and review records from these
systems in response to FOIA requests. ’ '

The unproductive process of searching and reviewing CIA operational records
systems which contain little, if any, information releasable under the FOIA absorbs
2 substantizl amount of the time of experienced CIA operational personnel and
scerce tex dollars. This expenditure of time and money contributes very little to
the FOIA goel of ean informed citizenry, since it produces almost no records
-releasable to the public. In fact, it actively hinders achievement of that goal,
peceuse the time-consuming process of reviewing sensitive CIA operational records
which prove unreleasable creates a bottleneck in the Agency's FOIA review process,
causing a two-to-three year delay in CIA responses to many FOIA reguests.

The legislation we have sponsored will eliminate this waste of resources by
removing certain specifically defined sensitive CIA operational files from the FOIA
seerch, review and disclosure process. The legislation will have the additional
benefits of reducing the risk of accidental administrative disclosure of sensitive
CIA operational secrets and of providing additional assurance to CIA intelligence
sources that public access to government files under America's.Freedom of
Information Act poses no risk to the confidentiality of-their relationship with the
United Stetes Government. The legislation preserves the current state of the law
on requests by individuals for information concerning themselves, requests for
information concerning CIA covert actions, and requests for information concerning
the specific subject matter. of investigdtions of intelligence activities for
illegality or impropriety. Of great importance, with the,relief afforded the CIA
from undue administrative burdens by the  legislation, CIA will be able to respond
more quickly and more efficiently to FOIA requests in the future than it has in the
past. : : ’ : : :

To cosponsor H.R. 5164, please contact the Permanent Select Committee on N
Intelligence Chief Counsel Michael J. O'Neil or Associate Counsel Steven K. Berry

at 225-422i2225?
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J. KENNETH ROBINSON
Ranking Minority Member

oot (Il

C. WILLIAM WHITEHURST
Ranking Minority Memoer
Suscomnittee on Legisletion
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